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1 GPs needed for new cancer awareness ‘It’s Not a Game’ 
campaign 

 
We are working with Leyton Orient Football Club and a marketing agency on a 
campaign to increase awareness of lung, bowel, and prostate cancer in men in North 
East London. 
 
We are looking for GPs who are willing to be photographed and feature in the 
advertising campaign, who meet the following criteria: 
 

- Involved in the running of, training of, or taking part of any of the following sports: 

• Football / Kids football 

• Basketball 

• Golf 

• Snooker 

• Darts 

• Jogger 

• Cyclist   

• Cricket 

• Gym 

- Male, 40-60 years old 

- Comfortable being photographed / in front of a camera 

If you, or anyone you know, are interested, please email p.thomas6@nhs.net  

 
GPs needed for new cancer awareness ‘It’s Not a Game’ campaign 
 

The Network Contract Directed Enhanced Service Contract specification 2020/21 - 
PCN Requirements and Entitlements (revised on 17 September 2020) details the 
monitoring arrangements for the PCN specifications in section 10.  
  
This includes a new SNOMED code for: Delivery of safety netting for patients on 
urgent referral pathway for suspected cancer which is now live and should be 
used to record activity. 
  
This can be found by typing ‘cancer safety netting’ (= SNOMED 
code 1239431000000107)  
 
 
 

 
There are two videos kindly produced by Tom Stadward (South Tyneside CCG): 
 

 

mailto:p.thomas6@nhs.net
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F03%2FNetwork-Contract-DES-Specification-PCN-Requirements-and-Entitlements-2020-21-October-FINAL.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CSue.McNulty%40cancer.org.uk%7Cebe3e00f236e46d11c8108d96879f377%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C1%7C0%7C637655695273877843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d0PZPjmgVAGtJBxrooJSexXJswz90qLLrKxCkn8%2B08M%3D&reserved=0
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How to send text messages to patients via Accurx on the 2ww pathway: 
https://youtu.be/flq--MPnpuk  
 
How to code on EMIS the new safety netting Snomed code: 
https://youtu.be/dVR1dAey2d8  
  
For those already using the EMIS safety netting template – the code will soon be 
embedded within the template. Those interested in starting to use this: guidance can 
be found at: Electronic safety netting toolkit (macmillan.org.uk) 
 
We encourage practices to start using the Cancer Safety Netting code for 2ww 
referrals with immediate effect and to code manually while waiting for its integration 
into the EMIS safety netting template. 
 
C the Signs – being used by some practices in Newham and Waltham Forest – has 
already been updated to automatically apply the code. 
 

2 Cervical sample taking and registration on London Cervical 
Sample Taker Database 

 
Please see attached urgent communication from Cervical Screening London on 
sample takers and trainee sample takers. 
 
 

Cervical sample taking and registration on London Cervical Sample 
Taker Database 
 
From October 2021, NHSEI will be expanding the current cervical screening text 
reminder project to include the issue of a second text message to women who have 
not been screened within 18-weeks of the initial invitation. This second SMS will be 
sent 2.5 weeks after a woman receives her 18-week reminder letter. 
 
The following amendment has been made to the data sharing agreements between 
NHSEI and practices to reflect this change: 
 
iPLATO will then send a text reminder to a woman 2.5 weeks after her (presumed) 
receipt of an invitation letter to cervical screening and, if the woman is not screened, 
send another text, 2.5 weeks after her (presumed) receipt of an 18-week reminder 
letter. 
 
The updated data sharing agreement will be emailed directly to practices by iPLATO. 
No action is required from practices. 
 
The infographic below shows the three elements of the cervical screening text 
reminder project in London. Any practices that are part of the You Screen study will 
be excluded.   

https://youtu.be/flq--MPnpuk
https://youtu.be/dVR1dAey2d8
https://www.macmillan.org.uk/healthcare-professionals/cancer-pathways/prevention-and-diagnosis/safety-netting/toolkit




 

3 GatewayC 
 
We are delighted to announce that the new 'Supporting Your Patients' course is 
available to all healthcare professionals on GatewayC. 
  
A cancer diagnosis can have a significant impact on an individual's life. Our new 
course explores how healthcare professionals can support those individuals at 
different stages of their cancer experience. 
  
The course will support you to: 
  

• Recognise and support the emotional, social and physical needs of the individual 

at each stage of their cancer journey 

• Prepare patients for cancer treatments 

• Understand when and where to signpost/refer the individual for support and 

information 
  
The course should take approximately 1.5 hours to complete. 
  
"I feel more confident and have a better structure to follow to ensure a patient's 
cancer journey is managed well." - Registered GP 
 
Gateway C is a free online cancer education platform for Primary Care – you can 
register at: 
 
Free online cancer education for primary care staff in England - GatewayC 
 
 

4 Useful resources from CRUK and Macmillan 
 

Cancer Research UK and Macmillan Cancer Support have launched a mini-series of 

short videos featuring GPs who offer advice about delivering the DES requirements 

for PCNs and GPs to support the earlier diagnosis of cancer and answer key 

questions that PCNs have raised.  

  

The seven short films cover: 

 

• Top tips 

• Getting started with work on cancer early diagnosis 

• Alignment PCN DES and QOF QI 

• Building on improvement activity 

• Tackling inequalities 

• Safety netting and metrics 

• Digital and tech solutions 

https://response.gv-c.com/Mail/Click/433?a=EDB2B981B857C3E714867EB99BF238F2&r=D55B48D5569AF497D8EAEDF537118213&v=
https://www.gatewayc.org.uk/


You can view the films at: 

www.CRUK.org/PCNspec and https://www.macmillan.org.uk/healthcare-

professionals/for-your-role/doctor/gp/pcn-des. 
 
 
CRUK resources 
Publications (cancerresearchuk.org) 
  
 
Breast Cancer 
The web link for ordering materials from Breast Cancer now – there are a variety of 
resources given in alphabetical order, including translations – is here: 
Download and order publications | Page 6 | Breast Cancer Now 
  
 
Tobacco Control 
tobacco-control-delivery-plan-2017-to-2022.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
See section 1.2 Stamping out inequality: smokefree pregnancy - reduce the 
prevalence of smoking during pregnancy to improve life chances for children 
 
 

5 Free training for primary care on prostate cancer 
 

Prostate Cancer UK are delivering some free training for primary care. The training 
will take place across the month of November and will include a range of live and 
pre-recorded sessions, including: 
 

• PSA, Best Practice and the Diagnostic Pathway 

• Panel discussion; The prostate cancer diagnostic pathway 

• The psychological impact of not treating a cancer 

• Hormone Therapy for Prostate Cancer 
 
GPs and practice nurses can register via the website and will be notified of the full 
programme and can pick which sessions to attend. You can find out more and sign 
up here. 
 
 

6 Cancer and covid survey 
 
The NHS has launched a national COVID Cancer Antibody Survey to assess 
antibody responses to the COVID-19 vaccines among cancer patients and is calling 
on cancer patients to sign up now. Please pass this on to patients who might be 
interested. 
 
Patients can sign up here: https://covidcancersurvey.uk/ and more information for 
them is below: 

http://www.cruk.org/PCNspec
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macmillan.org.uk%2Fhealthcare-professionals%2Ffor-your-role%2Fdoctor%2Fgp%2Fpcn-des&data=04%7C01%7Cjana.witt%40cancer.org.uk%7C0eee00e9389e417f8c5a08d947623989%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C1%7C0%7C637619309476347278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oRZ9bJ9u%2FVVqcE9JmLlkDdR3VlWg9cdfBi4OEj7mdq8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macmillan.org.uk%2Fhealthcare-professionals%2Ffor-your-role%2Fdoctor%2Fgp%2Fpcn-des&data=04%7C01%7Cjana.witt%40cancer.org.uk%7C0eee00e9389e417f8c5a08d947623989%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C1%7C0%7C637619309476347278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oRZ9bJ9u%2FVVqcE9JmLlkDdR3VlWg9cdfBi4OEj7mdq8%3D&reserved=0
https://publications.cancerresearchuk.org/
https://breastcancernow.org/information-support/publications/download-order?page=5
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/714365/tobacco-control-delivery-plan-2017-to-2022.pdf
https://prostatecanceruk.org/mulm2021?utm_source=nhs-england&utm_medium=affiliate-referral&utm_campaign=mulm-2021&utm_content=organic-link
https://covidcancersurvey.uk/


 
Vaccination is an important strategy to protect society from the effects of COVID-19, 
but there is emerging evidence that a small number of cancer patients may have 
lower levels of antibody response than the general population. We don’t yet fully 
understand what lower levels of antibodies mean in terms of outcomes, but it may 
mean some people with cancer are not as protected from COVID-19. 
 
The COVID Cancer Antibody Survey is one of the first surveys of its kind that will 
help us understand what protection people with cancer develop following COVID-19 
infection and/or vaccination. 
 
It will also help us understand whether and how antibody response differs between 
different cancer types and whether any particular treatments affect response to 
vaccination.  
 
The survey is open to people aged 18 or over living in England who have either been 
diagnosed with cancer in the last year or are currently receiving cancer treatment. 
Participants will be sent a finger-prick blood test that looks for antibodies against 
COVID-19 in the blood. It will be sent in the post and comes with everything needed 
to complete and return the test.  
 
By signing up for this survey, you can help to develop our understanding of what 
antibody levels mean for people with cancer and help us to provide the best 
treatment, care and support for patients, as well as finding out about your own 
antibody levels.   
 
You’ll fill in a short form with your details before being automatically redirected 
through to the NHS Test & Trace antibody test booking page where you’ll be able to 
book your free test. There are 10,000 places on this survey and the NHS expects to 
be recruiting participants for the next two to three months.  
 
You need to visit https://covidcancersurvey.uk/ to sign up to the survey before 
ordering your antibody test.  
 
We are aware that, once you have completed registration on covidcancersurvey.uk 
and have been directed onto the gov.uk antibody test booking service, one of the 
questions that website asks you is to confirm your employment status.  
 
Please ignore the text underneath this question, which asks you not to 
continue if you are not working – you do qualify for an antibody test, 
regardless of your employment status. Simply answer this question and click 
‘continue’ – you will still be able to book your test. We’re assured that the 
website is being updated imminently, when this message will be removed.  
 
For more information, please use the ‘contact us’ section of the survey website: 
https://covidcancersurvey.uk/contact/  
 
 
 

https://covidcancersurvey.uk/
https://covidcancersurvey.uk/contact/


7 Quality of life survey 
 
From this autumn, we are expanding the Cancer Quality of Life Survey to all 
cancer types. We are waiting for an updated communications toolkit for the 
national team. 
 
Download slides to help staff who regularly speak with cancer patients in England 
to understand how the Quality of Life survey differs from other surveys and why it is 
very important that patients complete the QoL survey if they possibly can.  
 
Please, watch and forward the following recently published videos to help us spread 
the word about the QoL tool: 

• Why is the survey important? https://youtu.be/1vbeuYeTgOU 
• What does quality of life mean to you? https://youtu.be/RUlSk5H_1jU 

What you can do to help 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
More information is on our North East London Cancer Alliance webpages or visit 
www.CancerQoL.england.nhs.uk. 
 
Please email p.thomas6@nhs.net or barbara.kruszynska@nhs.net for 
discussions around ways to help promote the survey. 
 
 

8 National Cancer Patient Experience Survey (NCPES) – Briefing 
Paper August 2021 

  
The NCPES is a national survey conducted by Picker and commissioned by NHS 
England. Trusts in the UK submit a patient list to Picker of patients who had an 
inpatient or day case admission in April, May, and June of that year. Picker send out 
the questionnaire to these patients on our behalf. The formal survey did not take 
place last year and the NCPES advisory group have made changes to the 
questionnaire.  

https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/downloads/aboutus/North%20East%20London%20Cancer%20Alliance/Cancer%20patient%20surveys%20-%20summary%20for%20staff.pdf
https://youtu.be/1vbeuYeTgOU
https://youtu.be/RUlSk5H_1jU
https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/quality-of-life-patient-survey.htm
http://www.cancerqol.england.nhs.uk/
mailto:p.thomas6@nhs.net
mailto:barbara.kruszynska@nhs.net


 
The new questionnaire for 2021 can be accessed here. New sections have been 
added to cover care planning, treatment, immediate and long-term side effects and 
living with and beyond cancer 
 
Our response rate is low. It is the responsibility of all staff working with cancer 
patients to remind them and encourage them to complete the survey. The more 
responses we receive the more accurate the data is leading to informed change. 
 
 

9  U16 NCPES Survey Update 
 

On 5 August 2021, the Insight & Feedback Team at NHS England and NHS 
Improvement met with POSCU (paediatric oncology shared care unit) 
representatives to discuss the potential of expanding the Under 16 Cancer Patient 
Experience Survey sampling to include POSCUs.  The following was agreed for NEL 
and other cancer alliances: 
 

• The next U16 NCPES should include POSCUs. 

• The data should be broken down by ethnicity and site were possible. 

• The data should ideally be sent to those with outpatient appts as well as 
inpatients and day cases. 

 
The current U16 NCPES results will come out around the end of October and the 
decision to go ahead with POSCU in the next survey will be made in 
September. Picker will pilot it on a few POSCUs first.  
 
 

10 Cancer resources for primary care and patients 
 
Meet our patient reps: https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/meet-our-patient-
and-carer-representatives.htm 
 
View our latest animated bowel screening video: https://youtu.be/53PObqeNtPk  
 
You can find the latest resources for primary care on our dedicated web page: 
https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/primary-care.htm 
 
A full list of patient resources is here: 
https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/patient-information.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ncpes.co.uk/supporting-documents/
https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/meet-our-patient-and-carer-representatives.htm
https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/meet-our-patient-and-carer-representatives.htm
https://youtu.be/53PObqeNtPk
https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/primary-care.htm
https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/patient-information.htm


11 For more information 
 
Web: https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/north-east-london-cancer-
alliance.htm 

Twitter: @CancerNel 
Facebook: @NelCancerAlliance 
Instagram: @CancerNEL 
 
For any communications queries please email p.thomas6@nhs.net 
 

https://www.eastlondonhcp.nhs.uk/aboutus/north-east-london-cancer-alliance.htm
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